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this tract of the sands, but I only captured the very last I
encountered on the fringes of the waterless desert in Bani
Zainan. I hoped that a butterfly—apparently the only1
one of the Rub* al Khali, though I thought on several
occasions that I saw another, a species of the Skipper
family—in such a locality would be new to science, and
many were the frantic efforts I made to secure a specimen;
but it proved to be a known species2 after all.
This was the 29th day of Bamdhan, the last day of our
fasting according to the calendar, and we fondly hoped as we
camped in the next ridge-and-valley tract of Khillat Judair
that we would awake next morning to normal life. The
blustering north-east wind that had accompanied us all day
dropped altogether at sunset, when all eyes were turned
eagerly towards the western sky to seek the ' better moon.'
The haze, however, defeated us, although Sa'd al Washmi
claimed to have seen it and one or two others thought they
had glimpsed the crescent. There is very little doubt that in
all these cases the wish was father to the thought, and no one
really took Sa'd's claim seriously. He disliked fasting too
actively and too obviously to be a reliable witness. Never-
theless there arose a hubbub of argument and rasping
wrangling as to whether the fast should be prolonged for a
thirtieth day or the morrow be treated as the 'Id of the
feast. I announced my intention of completing the thirty
days and Ibn Ma'addi, our spiritual guide, who with Suwid,
Abu Ja'sha and myself had kept the fast without a break,3
concurred. Most of the others followed suit, while a few
decided to compromise by 4 travelling ' next day and only
the disgruntled three were left to celebrate the feast.
Far into the night, as I sat aloof at my work in my own
tent, I heard snatches of their continued wrangling—raucous,
11 saw also one Painted Lady a few days later near Naif a.
 *	Identified by Mr. N, D. Riley of the British Museum as Apharitis
giUetti, a species which occurs in Somaliland but was not previously known
from Arabia, in various parts of which from Aden to Syria and 'Iraq the
genus has hitherto been represented only by A. acamas*
 *	Salim and Ibn Humaiyid had only missed the * day of the fog,' while
Hasan also lost that day and compromised by ' travelling ' on the 30th
day.

